








CWomen’s chances worse under WorkChoices

)

A national report demonstrates that WorkChoices
isn’t working for low paid women and their
families.

The report, which documents interviews with
over 120 low-income women across all mainland
States and the ACT, shows that many women
working in sectors such as retail, hospitality, aged
care and childcare are doing it tough.

The report recommends changes to the
Commonwealth legislative framework to redress
these problems, including restoration of unfair
dismissal rights and more effective guarantees of
minimum conditions.

The report Women and WorkChoices: Impacts

on the Low Pay Sector was commissioned by the
NFAW, WEL Australia and YWCA Australia and
was undertaken by leading industrial relations
researchers.

NFAW Spokeswoman Marie Coleman said:

“This report provides government and
policy makers with vital information and
recommendations on how to redress these
workplace abuses.

It is clear from the current advertising campaign
that the Government is already aware that many
employees are not receiving their entitlements.
Our report bears this out and outlines additional
issues.”
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(Hugh Mackay: waking from the Dreamy Period )

As they wake from the Dreamy Period,

the voters are also listening to their own
memories. That’s why this is a retrospective
election: we’re rethinking some stuff we let
slip by while we were in our little trance.

As this mood takes hold, many Australians
who have been feeling powerless will want
to punish this Government for sins long
past. Those who once marched in support of
Aboriginal reconciliation, for instance, will
decide it was not good enough, after all, to
simply push that idea off the agenda.

Those who were ashamed of our treatment

of asylum seekers, but let themselves become
anaesthetised by propaganda, will decide

it was wrong to capitulate. Those who took

the easy path of prejudice against ethnic or
religious groups will decide they are capable of
nobler responses than that.

Those who were too dozy to react to their
gut instinct that told them the anti-terror
laws went too far will think again. Those who
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marched in protest at the ill-conceived invasion
of Iraq and then went quiet will wish they had
kept marching.

Those who believe in public education as a
powerful symbol of our commitment to equality
of opportunity will wonder why the Federal
Government has, in the words of Ross Gittins
“(biased) federal grants heavily in favour of
private schools — particularly the least needy”.

Republicans will reflect on the fact that they
were conned in 1999. Those who still believe
in federation will note the relentless fiscal
squeezing of the states.
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